Using Questions .Q

What is it?

When eliciting lanquage from children it is important fo ensure that as their
communication partner we foster a. wide range of responses. One lanquage
stimulation technique that encourages different vocabulary use is questioning Asking
your child fo answer a wide range of questions, in different contexts, will not only

increase their awareness of the environment, but it will result in the child fa//eing

about it

Questions ranqe from close ended quesfions, ie. What's this?” Or "Who is that”
to open ended questions, ie. "What have you done today?”” Or "What should I dor”
Although close ended questions are important in early lanquage development, when
you are working on eliciting maximum length of utferance, open ended questions

are more effective.

How do You use it to elicit /anguage?

Asking cluesfions across different contexts, increases exposure and encourages use
of varied and new Uocabularg. Ouesfioning encourages discussion about events that
are in the ‘here and now’, as well as more abstract concepfs or events. Asking

quesfions is a skill we use frequenf/g in verbal interactions.

P: 02 4736 8151 A : 38 Derby St, Kingswood, NSW 2747.
E . admin@belindahill.com.au W : www.belindahill.com.au



When using it for /anguage stimulation, the main fhing fo remember is to use a

l/ariefy of quesfions. Question fypes you can use with your child include:

o Choice quesfions- giving the child an oIm‘ion, eq “Is it a doll or app/e?'

o Wi aluesfions- Who? What? Where? When? eq. "Who is outside?”,
“What's her name?” and "Where did we have lunch?”

° Experience quesfions- et the child to talk about and describe their

experiences, eq. Tell me about what we are a'oing tomorrow?”, "How did it

taste?”, "What other animals do you kenow?”

° Sequencing quesfions, eq. “What will happen affer?”, "How do I fix it”",
"What happenea' at the start of the sfory? or What happenea’ next?”

° Reasoning/ open ended quesﬁons- increase their use of imaginah’on and

higher level fhinking, eq. 'Why do fheg 90 fogefher?', “What will happen if
| a'rop the glass?'

Itis impon‘anf fo note that aluesfions follow a hierarehg in order of aecluisifion in
development. Questions asking about items in the immediate environment, eg.

“What is it?" are easier to respona’ fo in comparison fo those that ask a child to
boy wash the dog?”

reason or explain, eq. 'Why did the

Who taught
gOM hOW *O dO
fhat??

Mg daddg did!
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