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Expansions

What is it?

In the early stages of lanquage development, children begin to combine words info
short phrases to communicate their needs and observations. It is typical for
children at this level fo only say the key words and leave out the “in-between’
words, for example, “dog run outside”. Additionally, they may produce grammatical
or vocabulary based errors. In order to teach children how to construct accurate,
adult-like sentences, you can expand on what they have said. You can

add the correct grammaﬁca/ markers and more details to model / how to

~ This

say the same fhing in a more comp/efe and meaningfu/ way.
will increase your child’s know/edge of sentence fypes, eq.
statements versus quesfions as well as a range of naming, '

doing and c/escripfiue uocabu/ary in confext.
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When and how do we use it?

In every day interactions with Your children there are endless oppon‘unifies

to expand on their phrases. This might fake place af-
® Meal times
Child: “mummy cook”
Parent: "Yes mummy is cooking your dinner”
Child: “mummy (is) cooking’
® During play
Child: “Dolly dress” ‘.

Parent: “That's dol/g's preHg pin/e dress. Dol/g is wearing
a preHy, pinle dress .

Child: “Dolly wear dress™ or “dolly(’s) pink dress’
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o Reading picfure books
Child: “ball

Parent: “balloon. The red balloon is high in the sky”
Child: “balloon in sky”

® Completing daily chores! activities
Child: “shoes”

Parent: Yes, shoelaces. Mummy is puHing on your shoes. Mummy is fying

yOUI' ShOCI ac CS'

Child: * fging shoelaces”

This fgpe of mode//ing has shown that children are /ike/y fo

s’nonfaneous/y imitate at least parf of the expansion.
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